Wildes talks, meets people, talks more

BY MELISSA L. MAGYAR
Of Suburbanite

about what Michael Wildes

does at his law firm in New

. York City, in the first part of this

story last weele, wait until you see

what he does during the rest of the
day as mayor.

On the way home a drive
through scenic Central Park would
offer a period of relaxation to most
pecple; but not Wildes. It is then
thiat he changes roles from bmmi-

gration attomey io mayor. He
returms phone eslls from con-
stituents and other leaders in the
ity as he listens to his IMT radio,
which is now tured to the channel
“wsed by the Englewood police and
fire departrrients.

He makes himself available to
everyone and freely hands out his
e-mail address and cell phone
number. On any given night, the

‘mayor has mumerous- appoint-
ments with people who want o
“voice their concems or are looking
. Tor help. He tries to keep the micet-
ings short, about 15 minutes each,
but with encugh time to listen to
.. his constituents. Wildes meets with
people to discuss anjthing from
political issues to community pro-
jects to concerns about the schools
and city government. He listens to
the residents and gives them his
full attention. People are not run-
ning in and out of his office and
phones are nol ringing off the hook
like they do during the day at his
office,

After his mint-meetings, he is on
his way to a city meeting or a com-
munity event. Or sometimes he is
heading to two meetings and dif-
ferent community evenls all in one
evening,

Wildes has no problem stopping
by events throughout the city that
people have asked him to attend.
in fact, on his Web site be has a
page that people can request a vis-
1t from the mayor at a community
event or a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny for a new business.

Beyond the meetings and other
events, Wildes spends Priday after-
noons in Englewnod. During this
time, he visits schools, senior citi-
zen centers and any other events,
meetings or interviews he has
scheduled.

On # few different occasions,
covered stories when the mayor
visited schools in the city. He tells
the children that as mayor, he is

L X always available for them and their
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Mayor enjoys performing weddings too
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mayots, presidents,  doctors,
lawyers and teachers and it all
begins “behind the desk you are
sitting in”

As a mayor, Wildes has the
authority to marry peopie. He said
many of the couples he marries at
city hall show up in gowns and
tuxedos complete with bridal par-
ties,

When visiling the schools, he
always mentions that marrying
people is one of the best parts
about being mayor.

His office in the city
and his political office
in Englewood are
filled with photos and
memorabifia of his
family.

One of the roles of the mayor of
Englewood is Lo sit on the planning
board and voie on the develop-
ments that will impact the city. He
also appoints the board members.

The day Michael Karas, staff
photographer, and T spent with
hitn, Wildes came back i to
Englewood and had a list of evenls
und meetings he needed to attend.
To him it was just another part of
the job he has as mayor.

“Pve always been involved in
something” Witdes sald about his
on-the-go lifestyle.

We amived In Engleweod at
430 pm., which was early for
Wildes to be bacl from work. At
5:30 pan. he headed off to inter-
view a candidate for the position of
municipal judge. From there he
stopped at a Pundraiser at the
Englewood Field Club for tsunami
relief efforts, Between the fundrais-
er and the planning board meeting
that night, he attended appoint-
rients he had with residents who
wanted to discuss their coneems,

His last scheduled task for the
day was the planning board meet-
ing. As it got underway Wildes ate
his dinmner from Panera’s Bread out
of a brown paper bag as he listened
to the applications before the
board.

When the planning board meet-
ing ended restdents approached
Wikdes as he tried to exit the court-
room talking o him about issues
they have or events they would like
iim to be at or something they
need help with, just as they do at
council meetings and other events,
He listens to then as he makes bis
way out of the building and offers
them help or tells them to get in
touch with him to continue the dis-
cugsion.

Onee he has made his way
through the ciowd, Wildes heads
home to continue his day as & hus-
band and fathes.

Ha said he makes it a point {o

i
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At home Englewood Mayor Michae! Wildes takes on his family role, helping his daughter, Jaclyn, 4, wash ink from a Inkweil pen
off her hands at the kitchen sink. His daughter Lauren Ruth, 9, dries her hands in the background. The family was preparing for

the Sabhbath,

spend time with his children eithey
before he leaves for work or when
he comes home. At different events
throughout the city, it is not unusu-
al to see his wife, Amy, and their
four children there to show their
support,

A constant factor throughiout
his day is his family. His office n
the city and his political office in
Englewood are filled with photos
and memorabilia of his family, In
his political office you can find
photos of his wife, children and
parents throughout the roony, He
keeps in touch with them through-
out the day and makes sure he
remains a strong presence in their
lives.

Wildes is the only Orthodox-
Jewish mayor of a municipahity in
the United States. Thatis afacthe
is always proud to share with peo-
ple. He is obsexvant of his religion
and it is not unusual to see him
walking through Englewood or
along Route 4 with a police escort
1o attend events on Satarday.

He is a man constantly moving
with a support system - his wife
aind others who offered their help.
Anita Sniderman, his executive
assistant, and R.J. Clemor, his con-
stituent laison, help him keep on
fask and take care of issues that
arise in the city when he is not
around.

Melissa L Magyar's e-mioil address
is magvari@northjersey.cont.
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Volunteers and officiais like Mayor Michael Wildes participate In an evening planning board
meeting in the council chambers/courtroom next io the police station on South Van Brunt
Street,



